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CHARACTERISTICS
OF SOME TURF
SPECIES

Table shows most suitable soil pH for grass species

SOIL pH 
TURF GROWTH
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Smooth Stalked Meadow Grass

Creeping Bent

Browntop Bent

Chewings Fescue

Slender and Strong Creeping Red Fescues

Annual Meadow Grass

Hard and Sheep’s Fescue

4.0
Soil pH

5.0
Soil pH

6.0
Soil pH

7.0
Soil pH

8.0
Soil pH

Perennial Ryegrass

WEAR TOLERANCE 10 4 3 4 3 7 9 2 1

DISEASE TOLERANCE 8 7 5 4 5 8 7 2 2

DROUGHT TOLERANCE 4 6 7 8 8 9 5 5 3

SPEED OF ESTABLISHMENT 10 8 7 6 6 5 2 4 3

NUTRIENT REQUIREMENTS 9 6 4 4 3 7 8 9 7

HEAT TOLERANCE 2 5 6 6 5 8 5 7 5

FINENESS OF LEAF 2 4 8 8 9 1 3 6 6

CLEANESS OF CUT 3 7 8 8 9 2 5 6 6

SALT TOLERANCE 4 5 7 8 9 7 4 5 5

SHADE TOLERANCE 5 5 6 6 7 6 5 5 5

SHOOT DENSITY 3 4 9 9 9 2 5 8 9

SUBMERSION TOLERANCE 2 4 4 4 3 5 4 3 3

THATCH PRODUCTION 1 4 5 6 6 3 3 9 7

COLD TOLERANCE 2 3 3 3 4 3 6 6 5
10 = Best or High
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